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plenipotentiaries, wlio were still at Lille, in Lopes of finding
some possible basis for resuming tlie negotiations. Eewbell
and Barras, or, perhaps, Barras alone, had made another over-
ture, promising peace, in return for a large bribe. In a letter
to the King, dated September 22, Pitt stated that 'he had
received communications from a person (who produces as strong
proofs as can, in the nature of the case, be given, of the authen-
ticity of his mission), stating that, notwithstanding what had
passed at Lille, the Directory will still agree to an immediate
peace, giving to this country, both the Cape and Ceylon, on
condition of their receiving a large sum of money for their own
use. The sum named is 1,200,OOOZ. for Ceylon, or 2,000,0002.
for both,' and Pitt strongly recommended that the proposal
should be encouraged, and was even sanguine about its success.1
Whether it was ever seriously intended, whether Barras found
himself unable to carry his colleagues with him, or whether, as
Lord Malmesbury believed, the whole proposal was merely a
stockjobbing device, must always be doubtful. A French note
of September 25, distinctly stated, that a resumption of the
negotiations would only be permitted, if the English absolutely
submitted to the French demand for the restitution of all the
English conquests,2 and from this time, all hope of peace dis-
appeared.

It was an assertion of Lord Clare, that the ' Irish Directory
had three accredited ministers, resident at Lille, during the late
negotiations for peace, to counteract the Thing's minister, Lord
Malmesbury/ 3 This statement is unsupported by any evidence,
and it is contradicted by Wolfe Tone, but Tone adds that Lewins
was actively employed in Luxemburg and elsewhere, with that
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